Frequently Asked Ques ons About STC’s Dual Enrollment Program
What is Dual Enrollment?
Dual Enrollment is a program that allows eligible high school students to enroll in college courses while a ending high
school and permits them to take courses in place of, or in addi on to the normal course load at their high school. Dual
enrollment programs exist throughout the state and country.
Specifically, eligible high school students simultaneously earn academic college or career and technology credit towards
a post secondary cer ficate or degree at South Texas College while being enrolled in high school. Students admi ed to
the program must meet the same requirements as all other college students. College credit earned upon successful
comple on of the course may be applied towards an associate degree at South Texas College or may transfer to other
colleges and universi es.

What is Dual Credit?
Dual credit is a process through which a student may earn high school credit for successfully comple ng a college
course that provides advanced academic instruc on beyond, or in greater depth than, for a corresponding high school
course. The “dual credit” earned is college credit and high school credit for one course.

What is the diﬀerence between dual enrollment and dual credit?
Dual enrollment means that while s ll in high school a student is also enrolled in one or more courses at a college. Dual
credit may be viewed as a form of dual enrollment. Students may earn college credit through dual enrollment, but may
only earn high school credit through the dual credit agreement between the high school and college.

Can any student enroll in college courses for dual credit?
No. Dual credit students must be enrolled in a partnering high school, or a designated Early College High School (ECHS),
and have met the STAAR (EOC) or TSI standard scores. Students must complete the enrollment process and par cipate
in a dual enrollment orienta on at the partnering high school or online. The Dual2Degree Manual, created by the
Division of Student Aﬀairs and Enrollment Management, is available online and provides students, parents, faculty,
administrators and high school counselors with details about the dual enrollment and registra on process.

How many college courses for dual enrollment may a student take?
Under HB 505 eﬀec ve beginning with the 2015‐2016 school year, the THECB may not make any rules which limit the
number of dual credit courses or hours in which a student may enroll while in high school or limit the number of dual
credit courses or hours in which a student may enroll each semester or academic year. Colleges may create dual credit
rules irrespec ve of the new laws that were enacted. The prohibi on of rules is specifically directed at the THECB. At
South Texas College we will follow ECHS guidelines in that 9th graders will start dual credit courses in the spring of their
9th grade and then, limited to only two courses. A limit of 16 credits per semester will be allowed therea er. Seniors
may enroll in more than 16 credits per semester and no approval form is necessary. Excep ons to these rules will
require the approval of High School Programs & Services (HSPS) and the Dual2Degree Department on the Course
Overload form.

Is there a diﬀerence between the dual enrollment course and a college course taught at STC?
Dual enrollment courses are college courses. Students should understand that the amount of work necessary to suc‐
ceed in dual enrollment courses may be greater than that of high school courses. In addi on, dual enrollment courses
become a part of a student’s permanent college record and transcript.
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Who is responsible for the content of a course oﬀered for dual credit?
Because the course is a college course, the college is responsible for the content. However, because the high school is
also awarding credit, the public school district is responsible for ensuring that the student has an opportunity to master
the requirements set for the high school credit for the course. The district may do so through a review of the course
syllabus as it is taught at the partner ins tu on. If it is determined that all the high school requirements are not
included in the course, the district may work with the ins tu on of higher educa on to enhance the course and/or may
provide supplemental instruc on.

Will dual enrollment credits transfer to other four‐year colleges and universi es?
Not all dual enrollment credits can be applied towards the comple on of a 4‐year degree. Some degrees require
academic courses. STC oﬀers both academic and career and technology courses. Students should understand that
while college credit for all courses will be for credit at STC, not all courses are transferable. Students should inquire at
ins tu ons of interest to learn which courses will transfer.

Why does South Texas College have these programs?
STC’s Vision is to create a be er quality of life for our communi es and does this through student success, excellence,
integrity, learning, community, and opportunity. Dual Enrollment creates the opportunity for developing a
college‐going culture for students in the community so that higher educa on is not only expected, but is also a viable
possibility.

What is an Early College High School (ECHS)?
An ECHS is a school designated by the Texas Educa on Agency (TEA) that provides the outreach, curricula, and student
learning and support programs that enable the par cipa ng student to combine high school courses and college‐level
courses during grades 9 through 12. Students in an ECHS are able to complete the Recommended High School Program
or the Dis nguished Achievement Program while earning up to 60 semester credit hours toward an associate or bacca‐
laureate degree by the fi h anniversary of their first day of high school. All ECHSs must be approved and so designated
by TEA (Texas Administra ve Code §102.1091 and §4.153).
An ECHS works on the premise that every student deserves the opportunity to a end college, including underserved
students. An ECHS consists of a small cohort of students of o en no more than 100 students per grade level and stu‐
dents are admi ed based on need and mo va on—not on test scores and past academic performance. These students
will undergo a rigorous curriculum with instruc onal and learning support. The curriculum between high school and
college is blended and well‐aligned so that student learning is accelerated.

What are the Academies?
Academies are two‐year dual enrollment programs. High school students can enroll in an Academy as juniors and earn
an associate degree by the end of their senior year of high school. Academy program structure is designed to allow
students to take high school courses in the morning and dual credit college courses in the a ernoon at STC.
South Texas College has the following academies:
 Dual Enrollment Medical Science Academy (DEMSA)
 Dual Enrollment Engineering Academy (DEEA)
 Dual Enrollment Computer Science Academy (DECSA)
 Dual Enrollment Criminal Jus ce Academy (DECJA)
 School to Career Academy in Dual Enrollment (SCADE)
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What is the diﬀerence between Dual Enrollment, the Academies, and Early College High School (ECHS)?
Each program serves diﬀerent student popula ons. Dual Enrollment, as a whole, aﬀords students with the opportunity
to complete coursework in a number of subjects. Most o en, public schools are able to oﬀer some of the core curricu‐
lum to any student who qualified. On the other hand, the academies are designed for academically high achieving stu‐
dents who already know what they want field of study they want to focus on. The Academies are two‐year dual enroll‐
ment programs for students who are interested in earning an associate degree at STC. ECHS is designed to reach stu‐
dents who might be at risk of not a ending college otherwise. It oﬀers an opportunity to earn a high school diploma
and two years of college credit. More importantly, the transi on from high school to college is eased by blending high
school and college curriculum into a cohesive unit.

What is Dual 2 Degree?
South Texas College leads the state in providing dual enrollment opportuni es to over 13,000 high school students. STC
partners with numerous area high school sites, middle schools, and elementary schools to promote a “college‐going”
culture through dual enrollment courses and academies, dropout recovery programs, early college high schools, and
college enrollment ini a ves. South Texas College’s Dual 2 Degree designa on encompasses many ac vi es, programs,
and ini a ves all in support of transi oning dual enrollment students from high school to South Texas College.

Where can more informa on be found about Dual 2 Degree ini a ves?
The Dual 2 Degree Manual created by the STC Outreach Department provides students and parents, faculty,
administrators and high school counselors with details about the dual enrollment and registra on process. This manual
can be accessed online at: h p://studentservices.southtexascollege.edu/outreach/index.html.
Also available online is the STC Outreach brochure en tled, “Dual 2 Degree HB 5 Career Pathway Framework – From
Dual Courses to Career Opportuni es.” This brochure provides detailed informa on on implemen ng these ini a ves
and can be accessed at: h p://academicaﬀairs.southtexascollege.edu/highschool/guides.html.

What steps do teachers at partner schools take to apply to teach as dual enrollment faculty for STC?
High school teachers should work with their administrators to get their support before applying to STC to teach dual
enrollment courses. The current process for applying to teach as Dual Enrollment Faculty can be found in the Dual
Enrollment Program Manual.

Will dual enrollment faculty have an academic mentor or department chair from STC that they can contact
and ques on?
The primary STC academic contact for dual enrollment faculty is the STC department chair. STC instruc onal
departments can assign faculty members to take on the role of dual enrollment mentors. These contacts are vital to
the success of dual enrollment courses and to help insure that dual enrollment courses compare in rigor and quality to
courses taught on campus.

What are CRNs?
CRNs stand for course registra on numbers. STC’s Registrar designates a unique number to every course that iden fies
the me, days, instructor and loca on of each course. The CRN is put on the enrollment form to make sure that
students are enrolled in the correct course and sec on.

What do dual enrollment faculty need to provide to the high school dual enrollment contact?
It is cri cal that each dual enrollment faculty verify that their college roster is correct in the College's informa on
system (JagNet) and that they provide the high school dual enrollment contact with a list of discrepancies, so they can
be corrected in me for the 12th Class Day.

3

Why does STC need dual enrollment faculty to approve their class roster by the deadline?
The rosters become oﬃcial a er 12 days into the term, and the school districts will be billed for these students.
Students taking dual enrollment classes expect to receive college credit. If a student is missing from the class roster,
they will not be eligible to earn college credit for the course.

How can faculty review their class rosters and submit final grades?
JagNet is the portal to course and student informa on and much more. Logon to JagNet to access the “Faculty” tab
where you can verify class rosters as well as submit final course grades electronically.

Will dual enrollment faculty have an opportunity to a end orienta on or professional development work‐
shops at STC?
STC is commi ed to providing professional development opportuni es for dual enrollment faculty. Professional
development events facilitate communica on between dual enrollment instructors in numerous districts and the
college. Dual enrollment faculty can find out more about professional development events from the STC Oﬃce of
Professional and Organiza onal Development and from STC chairs.

Will someone from STC be observing dual enrollment faculty teaching class?
Dual enrollment faculty can be observed as part of the faculty evalua on process. Guidelines for the observa on
process are detailed in the STC faculty evalua on plan and in the Dual Enrollment Program Manual.

Is it necessary for Dual Enrollment Faculty to use the college syllabus?
Dual enrollment instructors agree to use STC’s syllabus, learning outcomes and approved textbooks. This is done to
insure course quality standards, consistency, and rigor across disciplines. Faculty must submit a course syllabus/outline
for each course to the STC chair at the beginning of each semester. As a model, a master course syllabus will be
provided for each course taught.

Is it necessary to use college‐approved textbooks?
Instructors teaching transferable academic classes agree to use college‐level textbooks that have been approved by the
STC chair for the course. For dual enrollment classes this would be the STC approved textbook. With the approval of
the STC chair, the state‐approved AP textbook may be used. Instructors should share the AP text informa on with their
respec ve STC chairs. The textbooks must be available to dual students on the first day of the college class. According
to the established MOU, College‐approved textbooks purchased by a school district may be used for a minimum of
three years from the date of the purchase. An Early College High School is allowed to use textbooks for at least four
years from the date of purchase or as mutually agreed upon by both ins tu ons. Chairs may request a change of
textbook earlier than three years, if the textbook is for a technology‐based course.

What is the student evalua on process?
It is College policy that students are given the opportunity to evaluate their courses and instructors, and this includes
dual enrollment courses. Instruc ons for comple ng these online evalua ons will be available for students each
semester during the last weeks of the semester. An analysis of the student course evalua ons will be sent to the dual
enrollment instructor and the appropriate Academic Dean at the College.

Where can I find more informa on about High School Programs and Services?
Visit the webpages for the High School Programs and Services Department at
h p://academicaﬀairs.southtexascollege.edu/highschool/ for informa on on all its programs and to access links to
reports, research, manuals, and guides.
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